Stewardship 2

Phil. 4:10-20; Mark 10:17-31

Intro:
Money not very spiritual?  C.f. Faith.  But Bible has 6x more verses on money than on faith!  So very spiritual subject & not to be omitted.  Changes in financial situation for us have kind of forced our hand a bit, & we need to know what’s going on if we’re a part of this crew (Info on board at back).  But don’t want to launch in here.  This is time for doing Biblical groundwork.  So, look at big themes in Bible on money-related issues, & offer some resources to help us in our own financial situations.
Contentment:
Living e.g. of Christian contentment.  Uncle Don.  Unpack Philippians passage.  Challenge to be content and to love.  Proverbs 30:8-9 – “give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?” And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.”
Danger!:
Story about greed: Rogue trader; eBay, nursing homes – profit margins before people.  Unpack Mark passage.  Challenge to recognise dangers & lure of wealth, whether wealthy or not.  Not everyone’s calling, but this was issue for him.  Coveting.
Cashing Out:
Both passages have sense of living in present in light of future.  That’s what makes contentment in all circumstances and the abandonment of the worship of money possible.  But what does this mean for us?
1. Debt/Credit: Fact: Britain's personal debt is increasing by £1 million every four minutes. Average household debt in the UK is £7,754 (excluding mortgages) and £48,209 including mortgages. 14 million adults rely on overdraft. 3.5million always in red. Don’t live for the now, driven by consumerist advertising to greed.  Possible to use credit to advantage (e.g. helping cash flow), but make sure income exceeds expenditure.  If in debt, get help!  Martin Lewis; Consumer Credit Counselling Service; Credit Action; etc.
2. Savings: Fact: 45% of Brits don’t save.  Conversely, let future guide present.  Save!  Make interest work for you (5.25% now).  Play the game.  But not to excess! (E.g. Ford disaster)  Save for a purpose.  Do leisure stuff that doesn’t cost.  Convicted by cross-trainer, coz spent money on machine to replace people-friendly sofa.  Machines stop us working but need other machines to lose flab.  Ride escalator to buy electronic stair-steppers! (Business Week) “Earn, save, give” (Wesley).

3. Giving: If you are content whatever and not greedy, and you care about other people, then giving is as natural as breathing. 5%, 10%, or 100%?!?  Wesley. Tax efficiency is good too!
4. Home accounting: PC packages available for £10 or use paper!  But if you know, then you can plan & make informed prayerful decisions.  Martin Lewis.

5. Shopping: Prefer one another’s interests above your own.  Fair-trade matters.  Ask what you really need.  Beware of advertisers & consumerist drag.  Think globally.  Act locally.  Keep informed, but do what you can.  Environmental issues: good stewards of planet buy less-travelled food.
6. Insurance: Recognise greed in the business & just get what you need.  Home, Car (shop around each year & save, so you can be more generous).  Life (get advice). 2nd level is travel, pet, health, accident/sickness, ppi (maybe but be careful and perhaps self-insure).  Others, e.g. furniture, electricals – forget about it!

7. Retirement:  Trust God & everything fine.  Might be some folk’s calling, but rare.  Not fair to plan to be a burden on family/others. Be realistic. Get advice.  When let down, as some pensioners have been badly (greed again), thank God our happiness not dependent on income, coz God supplies our real needs.

8. Work: Order priorities.  Be content.  Avoid greed.  Steward time well.  But good to earn!  And good to work: “With whole heart unto the Lord” (Col. 3:23-24)
9. Wills: Live in present in light of future.  Save family grief.  Make one.  Cheap if simple or <£100 if more complex.  Make decisions re childcare, etc.

10.  Mortgages, buying/renting, etc.: Don’t overstretch.  Some buy the Western dream at the cost of their families, their health, their faith, and other things that really matter.  Pray.  Seek God’s will and His peace and contentment in whatever our circumstances permit.
Conclusion:
Not exhaustive and fairly shallow run through both Bible and personal finance issues coz only 20 mins, but this is Lent so a time to reflect.  The Bible has lots to say on money and how we should enslave it, rather than being enslaved by it.  Contentment is a major key to survival in our consumerist culture, but it needs cultivating, and ultimately perhaps it is a gift from God, that we need to ask for.  Money is not the root of all evil, but is “a root of all kinds of evil.”  Let’s take some time this Lent to reflect prayerfully on how it serves us, and if we need to make some changes, let’s do it, and if we need help, let’s seek it.  Kendall resource is available as Lent resource to aid our reflection.  Other resources at back on board.  Incl. free debt counselling services.  MoneyBasics.co.uk is esp. recommended for all things personal financial.
Prayer:

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O Lord, and this is your kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things. Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at your discretion people are made great and given strength. “O our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name! (1 Chron. 29:11-13)
