Stewardship 3: 1 Cor 16:1-3; Malachi 3:8-10
Review past 2 weeks:
1st, we need attitude of heart that God loves.  We need to know what God has done for us to the extent that we are simply grateful, and from that gratitude flows natural generosity toward all… 2nd, we looked at what the Bible says about money (a lot!), noting the need to be content whatever our circumstances, and the dangers of loving wealth.  We looked at our personal finances, and tried to apply what the Bible teaches, so that money can be our slave and not our master…  Now, we bring all of that into our final week, when we look at the Church finances and at our giving.

Church Finance Headlines:

· We’re meeting costs, just, with nothing for reserves or further development

· We’re relying on 1 or 2 significant donors

· We have very small reserves

· Particular pressure at present from heating costs

· It would help to make all our regular giving via standing order (over envelopes)

· We could aim to increase number of donors to 30

· Tax efficiency good at 65%, but need to ensure this is maintained

· £15 per week per donor with 30 donors – average figure

Our giving:
Sign up for Kendall tape – see me.  In NT & OT, the concept of tithing persists.  This means tenthing.  Giving a tenth of our income…..  CofE, like most, teach that this means net income, i.e. after tax.  This custom goes back to Abraham and Melchizedek, and therefore predates the law.  Some argue that we should give 100% to God but in practice this doesn’t work.  I think it’s OK to give more than 10%, but look at Malachi…  If we give less than 10%, he says, we are robbing God!  Robbing God!  That’s outrageous!  I did sums for last 4 months, and we gave 11.2%.  Phew!  I thought it was going to be just under 10%, because I didn’t think we’d fully implemented our planned changes, following our review in Lent, but we had!  This is not intended to burden anyone.  People with lots might feel burdened to carry us all and people with little might feel burdened that they can’t contribute.  Yet, everyone can contribute, if not money, then time and skills.  And if circumstances such that you don’t have control of purse strings, God understands that too.  But where we can give, 10% of net is the measuring rod.
Thank God Malachi doesn’t stop there.  He gives people a promise from God.  ‘Test me,’ says God, ‘and see if I won’t open the windows of Heaven when you give..’  Here’s a challenge.  Fancy taking God up on it?  You can’t out-give God.  Once, when I was on an annual income of £500, and owned just £40, with no income for at least a fortnight, God challenged me to give £30 to a man I didn’t know in Uganda, whose newsletter I had read.  I didn’t want to, but I did, and within 2 weeks I had an extra gift, almost doubling my usual monthly pay packet, and that led to a very good friendship with Medad, and a visit to Uganda some years later and my life is much richer because I dared to give and God opened the windows of Heaven…  Try it!  Dare you!

How is your giving?  Don’t rob God.  10% is the marker.  The question arises: where do we give?  C of E recommends 5% of net to local church and 5% to other causes.  We do just under 4% to local church and just over 6% to others.  But what we should do is give prayerfully and with consideration.  Ask God what He wants.  I know chap who gave his life to Christian mission overseas, and when asked about giving, he said the most important thing was that it was considered.

Conclusion:
Have the right gratitude attitude.  Be generous.  Heed the Bible’s wisdom on money and give attention to personal finances.  Beware the dangers.  Be content.  Pray about where to give.  Look at church finances in that consideration.  Don’t rob God.  Give 10% of net income as a minimum.  See if God won’t open the windows of heaven…
