The Incense Table
 The incense table represents the prayers of the saints; Revelation 5:8, “…each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense which are the prayers of the saints.” The incense had to be kept burning perpetually (Exodus 30:8) just as Paul instructed us to pray without ceasing.

Prayer - Ask God to give you a spirit of prayer (Zechariah 12:10) to help you so that your prayer life becomes meaningful and exciting. 
The Holy of Holies and the Veil
The Holy of Holies was the place of encounter with the Lord. This is where His Presence is, and where the Shekinah Glory came and filled this part of the Tabernacle.  Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies is the Veil. This was decorated with Cherubim.  This veil would have been approximately four inches thick. It was the equivalent veil in the temple that the Father tore as Jesus died on the Cross exposing the Holy of holies which previously only the High Priest entered once a year on the Day of Atonement. So holy was this place that it is said they would tie a rope to the priest’s ankle in case he perished before a Holy God and they could pull him out if the offering was not accepted.

 

Prayer – Praise God that because of Jesus we can enter fully into his very presence.

 

The Ark of the Covenant
The ark was a gold covered box of acacia wood with handles so that it could be carried with the Isralites on their journey.

It contained three things: the Ten Commandments, the rod of Aaron and the pot of manna. The Ten Commandments are the word of God. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.” (Mark 13:31). The rod of Aaron represents the resurrection; Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life,” (John 11:25) and we now live in the good of that endless resurrected life. The pot of manna is the bread of heaven. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:48) and we feed off Him for eternal life, “Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”  (John 6:49-51)

The bible speaks of the Lord enthroned between the Cherubim in heaven which connects with these images on top of the Ark. The lid of the Ark is called the mercy seat. In Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  

 

 Prayer – Enjoy the presence of God.  Pour out your heart to Him.
Tabernacle – 
Entering God’s Presence
Notes for a Sermon series in the Tas Valley Churches Summer 08

The main point of the Tabernacle was God’s desire to dwell with his people - a place where God’s holiness could dwell in an unholy world – a meeting point of earth and heaven.  The word “tabernacle” simply means “dwelling place”.  It was a movable structure where God dwelt among the Israelites as they journeyed through the desert to the promised land.  It consisted of an outer court and towards the far end, a large tent.  The inmost section of the tent was the Holy of Holies where only the High Priest was allowed once a year on the Day of Atonement.  Later on, once the Israelites had settled down, the Jerusalem temple was built according to the same model and using the same symbols.

Fifty chapters of the bible are devoted to explaining the construction of the tabernacle and its meaning – and yet many Christians today know little about it. This is a shame because the writers of the New Testament took a knowledge of the tabernacle for granted and often talk about the various aspects of the tabernacle to explain the work of Christ.  Although we do not need to build a tent in order to worship as Christians, building up a knowledge of the tabernacle will provide an exciting key to understanding more about the bible, Jesus, the church and Christian life today.  It can also be a great inspiration to prayer:
These notes have been adapted from those by Jill Gower who lives in Norwich and has built a full scale reconstruction of the Tabernacle.  Read more at www.networknorwich.co.uk and click on “Call to Prayer” under “Partners”
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The Outer Court and Gate
The Tabernacle consists of three areas, the Outer Court, the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  In Psalm 100 we are told to “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise”. This is how we are to enter into the Presence of God – with praise and thanksgiving. Jesus said in John 10:7 that He was the Gate and no-one could come to the Father but by Him. So we can only enter into God’s Presence through Jesus. 

 There are three doors in the Tabernacle, and it is said they were called “The Way” which is this outer gate, “The Truth” which is the door to the Holy Place, and “The Life” which is the veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies bringing alive Jesus’ statement “I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE” 

Prayer – Thank God and praise Him for all He has done in your life and for who He is, and that He wants to be in relationship with you. Thank Jesus that He is the way to the Father, and you can enter in.
 
Bronze Altar 
The bronze altar was the first thing one would see as you came into the Tabernacle. It was here that all the animal sacrifices were carried out, and they would be burnt here as an offering to the Lord. It was only blood that could atone for sin, and in the original Tabernacle, and later the Temple, the people of God would have known how much their sin cost by the number of these sacrifices and the blood needing to be shed so that they could be forgiven.   
When Jesus died on the Cross, He became our once and for all sacrifice; Hebrews 7:27 -“Unlike the other high priests, He does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once and for all, when He offered Himself.”
Our response now is the great exchange: Jesus died for our sin to give us eternal life. We now offer our bodies to Him, Romans 12:1 - “Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, this is your spiritual act of worship” 
 

Prayer - Ask God to reveal to you all Christ accomplished for you by dying on the cross and what that shed blood means for you now. Give your life to Jesus afresh, and ask Him to help you to lay down all that is not of Him. Know and receive total forgiveness of sins as you confess them to Jesus; that His blood is sufficient for you, and that He has made you right with God the Father. 

Bronze Basin
This basin was fashioned out of the brass mirrors of the Israelite women and was filled with water.  As the priests looked in it they would immediately see anything which needed washing clean before entering into the Holy Place.  It is a symbol of the revealing (James 1.23-25) and cleansing power (Ephesians 5.6) of God’s word
 

Prayer – Pause and ask God to cleanse the thoughts of your heart as you come to worship.
The Menorah Candlestick
There were three items in the Holy Place, all of which were made of gold because now we are getting closer to the Holy of holies – the menorah candlestick, the altar of incense and the table of the showbread.. 

 

The Menorah candlestick was a seven-branch candlestick which burnt oil to produce the only light that was in the Holy Place. It had a design of almond blossom cups, knobs and flowers on it. It had to be kept perpetually burning. Jesus said in John 8:12 “I am the Light of the World” and in John 1:4 “In Him was life and that life was the light of men”  When Jesus comes into our lives He dispels the darkness and brings the light of God. 

 

Prayer - Spend time here reflecting on Jesus as the Light of the World and that He wants to bring light into every area of your life. In Isaiah 11 the sevenfold Spirit rests on the Branch (Jesus) From the early church the menorah has been a symbol of this. Ask Him to fill you with the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of Wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. Ask Him to give you whatever spiritual gifts you need (Ephesians 1:3)
 

The Table of Showbread
On this table were 12 loaves representing the 12 tribes of Israel. This now represents the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:17 - “We are one body for we all partake of the one loaf” Jesus said at the last supper, take and eat of the bread which is His body. Also on this table were the bowls of wine for a drink offering, the bread and the wine being fulfilled now in Holy Communion: the body and the blood of Christ. 

 

Prayer - Thank Jesus that you are part of His body, and that He gave His own body in order to make that possible. Thank Him for the whole body of Christ and that we are all one in Him. Pray for unity in the church as Jesus prayed in John 17 “may they be one”.
 

