Stewardship 1

2 Corinthians 8:8-9
Outline programme for stewardship and why we’re doing this and what to expect.  Outline series and why we’re starting here, getting foundation right.

Christ provides us with the example to follow, whereby He held nothing back, giving His very self sacrificially but willingly (2 Cor. 8:8-9).  The e.g. of Corinthians should inspire us to have hearts open to God.  Open to receive with thanks and open to give with joy. Be grateful & generous!

Modern day e.g.:  Like Corinthians, Ugandan generosity (food & 20,000 //= from cathedral); Rick Warren with PDL; US businessman in 1920s, giving $100,000, blind couple with pink bag.
Hard to do this in world where people money-grabbing & taught to look out for number 1.  This “gratitude attitude”, which results in hilarious giving, is a Christian virtue which is remarkably counter-cultural.  Like all Xian things that are really counter-cultural, it is hard and needs to be cultivated, and good to have reminder and examples such as those we’ve considered today (Taz, Corinthians, Ugandans & Rick Warren, US businessman)  We do well to remember Jesus’ commands not to lay up treasures on earth, but in heaven.  These treasures last forever!

The gratitude attitude values the valuable, and what is really valuable is people and heavenly treasure.

Do you have the gratitude attitude?  This is challenge for the week.

